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A snapshot of charitable bequests  
in 2021
Under section 52 of the Charities Act 2009, all registered charities are required to submit an 
annual report to the Charities Regulator within 10 months of their respective financial year end. 
Annual Reports submitted to the Charities Regulator relate to a charity’s previous financial year 
and include information on income, expenditure and charitable activities. In order to gain further 
insight into the amount of charity income generated from charitable bequests (or legacies), in their 
2021 annual report, and for the first time, charities were required to specify the amount of income 
generated by bequests. 

The data in this report was obtained from 6,007 annual reports for 2021 which were filed by 
registered charities (excluding schools) up to 28 February 2023. Bequest income, with a total value 
of €94,718,350, was reported by 411 (or 6.8%) charities which filed an annual report for 2021. 

Notes: 

• Although overdue, 22% of registered charities (1,700) had not filed an annual report for 2021 
at the time the data was extracted for analysis. Therefore total bequest income levels in the 
sector, and figures more generally, are likely to be significantly higher than those included in 
this report. 

• Charities are not required to provide a breakdown of individual bequests in their annual 
report, therefore the amounts reported are an aggregate of all bequests received by registered 
charities (excluding schools) which have filed an annual report for 2021. 

• This analysis is based on information submitted to the Charities Regulator by registered 
charities in their annual report. The Regulator does not routinely verify annual reports 
therefore there may be errors in what is submitted by individual charities which impact the 
data as a whole. However, annual reports and financial statements are scrutinised on a case-by-
case basis where required as part of the Regulator’s concerns and inquiries process.

As this is the first time bequest income is available from registered charities’ annual reports it is 
not possible to carry out any comparisons with previous years, however a recent report, ‘Legacy 
Insights Ireland Overview 2015 – 2021’, published by Campaign Solutions, provides a useful 
overview of legacy giving in Ireland based on its research in this area. 
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https://campaignsolutions.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Legacy-Insights-Ireland-Overview-2015-2021-Report-Public-1.pdf
https://campaignsolutions.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Legacy-Insights-Ireland-Overview-2015-2021-Report-Public-1.pdf


Figure 1: Donation and bequest income 

Source: 2021 annual reports submitted to the Charities Regulator

Figure 2: Sources of income as a percentage for charities 
in receipt of a bequest

*  the online annual report form requires charities to break down the total income under the headings above. When
‘other sources’ is selected, the charity must specify the source(s) in a free text box. Income from ‘other sources’
includes, for example, investment income, interest and dividends, sale of property, tax or VAT rebates/refunds.
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Table 1: Sources of income in charities in receipt of bequests 
(411 charities)

*  the online annual report form requires charities to break down the total income under the headings above. When 
‘other sources’ is selected, the charity must specify the source(s) in a free text box. Income from ‘other sources’ 
includes, for example, investment income, interest and dividends, sale of property, tax or VAT rebates/refunds.

Two thirds (66.6%) of charities with bequest income reported a figure of less than €100,000, with 
1 in 4 charities reporting less than €5,000. Almost 6% (24) reported bequest income in excess of 
€1,000,000, with 2 charities reporting over €5,000,000. 

The largest total amount reported by an individual charity was €9,623,000. Three charities, with a 
combined income of €99,859, reported bequests as their only source of income in 2021.
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Table 2: Bequest income as declared by charities in annual 
reports filed for 2021 

Figure 3: Bequest income by legal form of charity
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Table 3: Bequest income by size (total income) of charity

Figure 4: Bequest income by structure of charity 
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Table 4: Bequest income by charitable purpose 

Notes: This table only includes bequest amounts for charities with a single charitable purpose. 
Charities with multiple charitable purposes make up 39.4% (or 162 charities) of the charities which 
reported bequests in 2021. The bequest income reported by charities with multiple purposes was 
€40,943,670. 

Charities are not required to provide a breakdown of what use was specified by the person making 
the bequest, for example bequests to charities advancing religion could include the saying of masses.
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Further reports

It is the Charities Regulator’s intention to make updated information available to the sector at 
regular intervals. Future reports of this nature will be enhanced when charity classification is fully 
implemented. The classification will provide more clarity on the make-up of the charity sector, and 
will enable more in-depth analysis of groups of charities by reference to their particular activities 
and operations. In addition to facilitating analysis of which charitable purposes benefit most from 
bequests, it will also provide greater insight into the types of activities being supported.
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https://www.charitiesregulator.ie/en/information-for-charities/classification
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